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Abstract

This paper is a record of schoolchildren who lived in a Buraku, and of the edu
cation surrounding them. The author compiles data on children and their educa
tion in late-modern Buraku from the 1870s to the 1950s in western Hiroshima
Prefecture.

For the School Transition Chart and the School System in F-cho, this author
observes school transition referring to the governmental Gakusei (the Educati
on System Order: the Proclamation of the Grand Council of the State No. 214,
1872), and examines the administrative and private intentions, conflicts, and im
pact on the establishment and closure of schools in the Buraku. In particular,
the activities of the F-cho-min Icchi Kyokai (F-cho Residential Unity Associa
tion) and Yakushin Seinendan (the Youth League for Breakthrough), are disc
ussed in the sections on Icchi Kyokai and Education, and Yakushin Seinendan.
The author therefore sought to decipher the differences between the almost-
official Icchi Kyokai, and the Yakushin Seinendan as a private voluntary initia
tive, and their aspirations for the establishment and running of schools. This
paper read into the thoughts of the F-cho-min Icchi Kyokai as a nearly entire
ly governmental organization, and the Breakthrough Youth Group as a private
voluntary initiative, as well as the thoughts of each organization on the establi
shment and operation of the school. In addition, the author states the situation
of children at the time in terms of poverty, discrimination against children who
could not commute to school, disagreements in the town, child labor, and the ch
ildren who could not be included in evacuations.

As a result, this paper shows the difficult childhood of those born into an area

that receives discrimination.
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